WALTER JACKSON PTA NEWSLETTER
August 2010
New Pavement
The school looks so much better after the parking lot and driveway were repaved.  A special thanks to Paige Bibbee for repainting the WJS paws and to Angie Awtrey, Tonya Herda and Heather Hill for updating our landscaping.
Budget Cuts
Decatur City Schools received a letter from Dr. Houston explaining that our school funding had been cut.  PTA had previously voted last year to give the teachers $100 from PTA and $50 to other people such as teacher aids and maintenance workers.  We hope to be able to give teachers another $100 in December.

Due to budgets being cut, State Senator, Arthur Orr, wrote a grant through TVA requesting classroom materials.  Normally, teachers receive $550 for materials each year to fund their classroom.  Due to proration, nothing was being given to the teachers.  This grant gave Decatur City teachers $100 to spend on materials.  
The New Science Room

There is a new Science Room that is located in the basement.   Along with this room will be an educational outdoor classroom featuring a new pond.  The 5th graders will design it and help dig it and put it together.  The science room will allow students to use tables to do science projects and not worry about creating a mess.  We were able to get some round tables for free to put in the science room.  
We are hoping to get a Science club and a Garden club started this year.  The clubs would meet once a month.

Fundraisers

Heather Hill is chairperson over fundraising for WJS.  We are currently selling Charleston Wrap products.  Silly bands were given away during the first week of school for students who had already sold items.  Starting Monday, 16th, new daily prizes will be given away for those students that turn in their ticket that they have sold items.  The prizes include stuffed animals such as a jaguar, chicken and a pig.  Corey, the snake, will also be given away.  
We will also be hosting a Wendy’s Night, Chick-fila Night and an Alfonso’s Pizza night.

WJS Facebook Page
Walter Jackson has a new Facebook page which also has a link to the Walter Jackson school website.

Food for School Events
Jeni Spencer is in charge of food for school events.  She is looking for volunteers to take this position next year so that she can show them how to do it this year.  She would like someone to start learning during Fall Festival.  Please email SpenJen@mindspring.com  if you are interested.
School Directory Forms
PTA will be sending home school directory forms.  Please complete these forms and turn them into your teacher.  This will help PTA and Homeroom Moms know how to contact you to give your important information.  It also helps Homeroom Moms know what activities you can help with.
Popcorn Day

We will have Popcorn Day on Recycle Days this year.  

WJS Yearbook
Mr. McDonald needs help composing the yearbook.  He wants to have a workshop to show us how to use the program.  He would like for volunteers to work on it throughout the year.   The 2009-2010 yearbook should be in here in the next few days.  Please contact Mr. McDonald if you can help at Todd.McDonald@dcs.edu.
New Art Teacher
Amy Tubbs will be our new art teacher this year.  We are so excited to have her.  She is very talented!
Fall Festival/ Silent Auction

Fall Festival is October 30th.  We are in need of silent auction items.  We are also in need of a contact person for a limo ride for one of the silent auction items.  If you have any contacts for these items, please contact Maureen Palahach at cmbc@charter.net.  
Box Top Labels

We are collecting Box Top labels for PE.  These also include Campbell soup labels.  Ms. Blankenship is in charge of collecting Box Top Labels for the school.  Incentives will also be given for the collection of these.

PTA Memberships

PTA memberships are $5.   We are hoping for 100% parent participation.  If you would like to join, please fill out the form and the bottom and return it, along with $5.  A PTA card will be sent home with the student.

Upcoming Dates
· August 26- Recycle Day.   Recycle Day makes approximately $100 per month.  Aluminum Cans, printer cartridges, cell phones and lap tops can be recycled.

· September 10- Grandparents Day.  Volunteers will be needed.  PTA memberships will also be sold.
· September 14- Open House at 6:00 p.m.

· September 22- School Pictures

· September 23-  PTA meeting at 1:30 p.m.

· September 27- October 1- Book Fair.  The theme is Super Heroes.  We hope to also have a CSI night during the book fair.

· October 30th- Fall Festival.  We will need volunteers to work booths and inflatables.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PTA Membership:  Please return to school with  $5
Name:______________________________________________________

Student’s Name ___________________________________________

Student’s Teacher ________________________________________
