WALTER JACKSON PTA MINUTES
Thursday, August 12th, 2010

Location and Time
School Library 1:30 pm

Call to Order

Angie Awtrey, President, called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Angie Awtrey

Decatur City Schools received a letter from Dr. Houston explaining that our school funding had been cut.  PTA had previously voted last year to give the teachers $100 from PTA and $50 to other people such as teacher aids and maintenance workers.  We hope to be able to give teachers another $100 in December.

Angie also presented a list of the committee chairs for 2010-2011.  

Tissues and Tears
Jeni Spencer was thanked for a good job hosting Tissues and Tears on the first day of school.  

Beautification Day

The driveway for Walter Jackson was repaved prior to school starting.  Paige Bibbee was thanked for repainting the WJS paws on the pavement.  Angie Awtrey, Heather Hill and Tonya Herda also helped with Beautification Day.
Mrs. Reece

Due to budgets being cut, State Senator, Arthur Orr,  wrote a grant through TVA requesting classroom materials.  Normally, teachers receive $550 for materials each year to fund their classroom.  Due to proration, nothing was being given to the teachers.  This grant gave Decatur City teachers $100 to spend on materials.  Teachers use a purchase order to buy things so everything is accounted for.

Mrs. Reece told about the new Science Room that is located in the basement.   Along with this room will be an educational outdoor classroom featuring a new pond.  The 5th graders will design it and help dig it and put it together.  A grant was written 2 years ago to fund this ecologically friendly outdoor classroom.  We received $1000 to begin the aquatic area.  Mr. Ellis Chenault has volunteered to help with this project and put up a fence.  The science room will allow students to use tables to do science projects and not worry about creating a mess.  We were able to get some round tables for free to put in the science room.  
Lori Chambers also helped with the science room this summer.  One of the Custodians helped paint it this summer.  Lori stated that she is hoping to get a Science club and a Garden club started this year.  The clubs would meet once a month.

Heather Hill
Heather Hill is chairperson over fundraising for WJS.  We are currently selling Charleston Wrap products.  Silly bands were given away during the first week of school for students who had already sold items.  Starting this Monday, 16th, new daily prizes will be given away for those students that turn in their ticket that they have sold items.  The prizes include stuffed animals such as a jaguar, chicken and a pig.  Corey, the snake, will also be given away.  
We will also be hosting a Wendy’s Night, Chick-fila Night and an Alfonso’s Pizza night.

WJS Facebook Page
Walter Jackson has a new Facebook page which also has a link to the Walter Jackson school website.

Jeni Spencer
Jeni Spencer is in charge of faculty birthdays.  She needs ten people to volunteer to provide a dessert and birthday card for the WJS staff.  This will be done once a month.

Jeni is also in charge of food for school events.  She is looking for volunteers to take this position next year so that she can show them how to do it this year.  She would like someone to start learning during Fall Festival.

Michelle Jessup
Michelle Jessup is the homeroom mom liaison for the school.  The school directory forms will be going out next week so that we will have class information and volunteer information.  Teachers will also be given a wish list form and a teacher interview form.  These will be given back to the homeroom moms after they are completed.  A list of homeroom moms and their information was also completed.

Angie Awtrey

We will have Popcorn Day on Recycle Days this year.  We have found popcorn for $1 per bag that will be given to teachers to hand out.  Volunteers are also needed on Recycle Day.

WJS Yearbook
Mr. McDonald needs help composing the yearbook.  He wants to have a workshop to show us how to use the program.  He would like for volunteers to work on it throughout the year.   The 2009-2010 yearbook should be in here in the next few days.

Ms. Reece

Ms. Reece explained that we waited until after the school year last year to complete the yearbook because we wanted to be able to include Field Day, 5th Grade Play, Student of the Year, Space Camp and Camp McDowell.  It takes two months to publish, and if we tried to have them published by the end of the school year, we would miss part of March, April and May.  It was suggested by Michelle Hoffman that we try to include signature pages of the students.

Amy Tubbs

Amy Tubbs will be our new art teacher this year.

Lori Chambers

Lori  Chambers is helping Maureen Palahach with Silent Auction items.  Lori verified with Ms. Reece that we would be able to have “Lunch with Ms. Reece and a limo ride” as an auction.  We are looking for a contact with the limo service that can donate a limo ride.

Script

Lori Chambers is in charge of Script orders.   
Tonya Herda

Tonya Herda gave a report of last year’s budget.  A copy of last year’s budget will be attached.  A new budget for this year will be composed this next week.

Box Top Labels

We are collecting Box Top labels for PE.  These also include Campbell soup labels.  Ms. Blankenship is in charge of collecting Box Top Labels for the school.  Incentives will also be given for the collection of these.

Jennifer Douglas
PTA memberships are $5.  Jennifer had membership cards for those who signed up at Meet and Greet.
Upcoming Dates
· August 26- Recycle Day.  LaFerria Turner volunteered to work this day.  Recycle Day makes approximately $100 per month.  Aluminum Cans, printer cartridges, cell phones and lap tops can be recycled.

· September 10- Grandparents Day.  Volunteers will be needed.  PTA memberships will also be sold.
· September 14- Open House at 6:00 p.m.

· September 22- School Pictures

· September 23-  PTA meeting at 1:30 p.m.

· September 27- October 1- Book Fair.  The theme is Super Heroes.  We hope to also have a CSI night during the book fair.

· October 30th- Fall Festival.  We will need volunteers to work booths and inflatables.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Jessup

Walter Jackson Secretary
